THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

They chose Slade, after submitting him to exacting
tests for several weeks before a committee of sceptics,
who in their report certified that " messages were
written inside double slates, sometimes tied and sealed
together, while they either lay upon the table in full
view of all, or were laid upon the heads of members
of the committee, or held flat against the under sur-
face of the table-top, or held in a committeeman's
hand without the medium touching it." It was en
route to Russia that Slade came to England.

A representative of the London World^ who had a
sitting with Slade soon after his arrival, thus describes
him: " A highly-wrought, nervous temperament, a
dreamy, mystical face, regular features, eyes luminous
with expression, a rather sad smile, and a certain
'melancholy grace of manner, were the impressions
conveyed by the tall, lithe figure introduced to me as
Dr. Slade. He is the sort of man you would pick out
of a roomful as an enthusiast," The Seybert Com-
mission Report says," he is probably six feet in height,
with a figure of unusual symmetry," and that " his
face would attract notice anywhere for its un-
common beauty," and sums him up as " a noteworthy
man in every respect."

Directly after his arrival in London Slade began
to give sittings at his lodgings in 8 Upper Bedford
Place, Russell Square, and his success was immediate
and pronounced. Not only was writing obtained of
an evidential nature, under test conditions, with the
sitter's own slates, but the levitation of objects and
materialized hands were observed in strong sunlight.
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